Provisional Minutes until Approved at the Planning Commission Meeting of 4/22/2014

TOWN OF GREEN MOUNTAIN FALLS
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2014 – 6:15 P.M.
The meeting was called to order at 6:28 p.m. by Chairman William Alexander.
Attendance: Lowndes
Krall

- present
- present

LoCascio - absent
Kosley
- absent

APPROVE MINUTES FROM MARCH 11, 2014 M/S Lowndes/Krall to approve the minutes
as submitted. All yea
16’ X 30’ SIDE DECK CONSTRUCTION – 6816 Colorado Street, Property Owners, Robin
and Shawn Meyers This item was tabled from the 2/11/14 meeting to request that the owners
add the house onto the land survey. The commissioners were not able to determine that the
house did not encroach onto the next lot. The commissioners also could not determine if the
side setbacks would be met. Surveyor Mike Lambert presented the commissioners with a
survey depicting the house which does straddle lots 9 and 11, Block 10. The owners will need
to vacate the interior lot line between lots 9 and 11 so that the house is on the same lot and
parcel. Lot 11 is very large and the side setbacks for the deck were met. Lambert will contact
the owners reporting to them that it is only necessary for them to request in writing to the
Planning Commission that the interior lot line between 9 and 11, Block 10 be vacated. The
other lots could remain as they are. All the lots are assessed at the 7.96% residential tax rate
so there would be no financial benefit for the property owner to vacate the line between lots 9
and 10 or 10 and 11. The commissioners would then recommend that a resolution vacating the
lines be drafted and presented to the Board of Trustees for approval and then recorded with the
property deed.
M/S Alexander/Krall to accept the submittal for the deck with the condition that the
interior lot line vacation is done. All yea
Chairman Alexander called the Public Hearing to order at 6:45 p.m.
PUBLIC HEARING: SPECIAL USE REQUEST TO OPERATE PROPERTY AS A (VRBO)
VACATION RENTAL BY OWNER – 7220 Catamount Street; David Sheffel, Property
Owner; Property Manager, Judy Sutton, Sutton, Inc. The Public Hearing had been
continued from 3/11/14 for more discussion about the house rules and a propane fire pit on the
property. Sutton was not able to be present at the 3/11 meeting due to a conflict in scheduling,
but was available by phone. The commissioners placed a conference call to her at that time
and were able to discuss their concerns about the outdoor propane fire pit and subsequent
containment. The commissioners felt that the Waldo Canyon fire and the Hayman fire ten years
ago changed everyone’s perception concerning fire awareness and the necessity to have safety
procedures in place especially with any outside fire sources. During the call, Sutton stated that
she understood, had similar concerns and would like to turn the gas off so that there was no use
by summer renters. The commissioners requested that Sutton be at this meeting to talk with
them further about restrictions for the outdoor fire pit and to review the changes she would be
making to the house rules addressing the fire pit. At this meeting, two more changes were
requested which Sutton readily agreed to. Sutton confirmed that during the rental periods, the
propane tank would be locked and the key kept off the premise. An email was received from
Ora Street property owner, David Bowers expressing concern with the outdoor lighting. Bowers
reported that the lights are on day and night. Both Bower and adjacent neighbors, Bob and
Kathy Mellor were concerned with the light pollution. He recommended a motion detector to
alleviate the problem. Sutton stated that she would take steps to alleviate the concerns.
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There being no further comments from the commissioners, the property manager or audience
members, the Public Hearing was closed at 6:52 p.m.
The following findings were discussed and agreed to:
-the petition conforms to the requirements of the zoning ordinances.
-the use is consistent with the goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Master Plan.
-neighboring land uses are compatible with the contemplated use.
-the use will not result in an over-sensitive use of the land.
-the use will not result in undue traffic congestion or traffic hazards.
-seven neighbors responded that they are in favor of granting a special use.
-the use will not be unreasonably detrimental to the public health, safety and welfare.
-the town will receive an increase in lodging and sales tax revenue.
M/S Lowndes/Alexander to recommend approval of the Special Use Request for 7220
Catamount Street to the Board of Trustees. All yea
REQUEST FOR SPECIAL USE TO OPERATE PROPERTY AS A VACATION RENTAL BY
OWNER – 11175 Falls Avenue; Karen Clark, Property Owner; Property Manager, Judy
Sutton, Sutton, Inc. This property had been operated as a Special Use for a VRBO in 2009.
Clark discontinued operating and managing the VRBO after two years. She has now retained
Judy Sutton as the property manager. There are two bedrooms and one bath. There is ample
parking. Strict house rules will be posted at the house. The clerk was requested to set a Public
Hearing for Tuesday, 4/22/14 to solicit neighborhood input.
NEW BUSINESS – Two emails were received on 4/1/14 stating the resignations of
Commissioners Dave Kosley and Lori LoCascio. A Planning Commission vacancy notice will
be posted. Both commissioners will be significantly missed and were thanked for their many
years of service to the Commission. The commissioners discussed and agreed to change the
start of the Planning Commission meetings from 6:15 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. The commissioners
stated that the clerk can send all information to them electronically and the mailing of hard
copies will not be necessary.
CORRESPONDENCE: No correspondence was received that required Commission
discussion or action.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:12 p.m.
_____________________________
Chairman William Alexander

ATTEST: ______________________________
Chris Frandina, Town Clerk

